
Women in Entrepreneurship Institute



Launched in 2018, the mission of the Women in 
Entrepreneurship Institute (WEI) is to support women 
entrepreneurs through academic research and programs that 
invest in the success and sustainability of women-owned 
businesses.

We are the first comprehensive institute integrating academic 
learning, research, incubation, funding, and public policy 
advocacy for women business founders.

An early adopter of entrepreneurship, DePaul has the 
opportunity to develop research and programming that will 
offer much-needed support for emerging women 
entrepreneurs and help educate, connect, support and grow 
women-owned businesses.

Our
Mission



• Female founders face obstacles such as securing financing, 
gender bias, lack of confidence, limited mentorship, and lack 
of training to see their ideas to fruition.

• Only 2% of venture capital funding was awarded to women-
led companies, despite women owning 38% of businesses in 
the country.

• 114% is the growth rate for women-owned businesses 
nationally, compared to 44% for all businesses 1997-2017.

• Less than .00006% of venture capital funded women of 
color. 

• LatinX women received 0.4% of $400 billion in venture 
capital funding between 2009 and 2017, and only 58 LatinX
women have ever raised over $1 million in venture funding

• Illinois is in the lowest 20% of U.S. states when it comes to 
the economic clout of women-owned businesses in the 
state.

• Less than 2% of women owned businesses reach $1M in 
revenue.

Why
We
Exist

Learn more at go.depaul.edu/WEI



ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION
Academic courses that are part of DePaul’s highly ranked entrepreneurship 
program, including the new course Women Entrepreneurs. 

BUSINESS PITCH COMPETITION
The annual pitch competition awards merit- based funding to women-led 
businesses involved in the WEI.

STARTUP INCUBATOR WORKSPACE
The unique cohort-based incubator serves DePaul students and alumni and 
provides a co-working space within the Coleman Entrepreneurship Center.

FACULTY RESEARCH FELLOW
The annual Fellowship supports research in entrepreneurship and gender at 
DePaul.

ENDOWED CHAIR IN WOMEN AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The chair will offer research leadership, student engagement and curricular 
support for entrepreneurship and gender at DePaul. 

Reasons 
We’re 
Different



Alicia Driskill
linkedin.com/in/aliciadriskill/

Kate Kimmerle
linkedin.com/in/kate-kimmerle-72660026/

Dima Elissa
linkedin.com/in/dimaelissa/

Penny Brown
linkedin.com/in/penny-brown-604a171/

Carole Crawford
linkedin.com/in/carole-crawford-153a53147/

Anne Gehring
linkedin.com/in/anne-gehring-89a4122/

Dorri McWhorter
linkedin.com/in/dorrimcwhorter

Kristi Piehl
linkedin.com/in/krisitpiehl/

WEI FOUNDING
Yasine Armstrong
linkedin.com/in/yasine-mogharreban-Armstrong-2137834/

Valerie O’Donnell
linkedin.com/in/vodonnell/

Genevieve Thiers
linkedin.com/in/genevievethiers/

Jill Hebert
linkedin.com/in/jill-hebert-2738179/

Kristi Ross
linkedin.com/in/kristi-ross-36a1046a/

Monika Black
linkedin.com/in/monikablack/

Raquel Graham Crayton
linkedin.com/in/raquel-crayton/

Kemery Bloom
linkedin.com/in/kemery-bloom-395aa22/

Tricia Meyer
Linkedin.com/in/meyertricia/

Diana Rodriguez
linkedin.com/in/diana-rodriguez-zaba-5163629a/

Tracey Wik
linkedin.com/in/traceywik/

Dima Elissa
linkedin.com/in/dimaellisa/

Shelley Rosen
linkedin.com/in/shelley-rosen-1b52664/

Barbara Best
linkedin.com/in/bbest1/

Carol Bramson
linkedin.com/in/carolbramson/

JinJa Birkenbeuel
linkedin.com/in/birkdesign/

Laura Milani
linkedin.com/in/laura-milani-556546b/

Laura Gale
linkedin.com/in/lauragale/

Carolyn Leonard
linkedin.com/in/carolyn-leonard-2549631a/

Colleen Egan
linkedin.com/in/colleenegan/

Robin Ross
linkedin.com/in/robinsross/

Chantal Forster
linkedin.com/in/chantalforster/

Patricia Aluisi
linkedin.com/in/patricia-aluisi-09985a6/

Valarie King-Bailey
linkedin.com/in/valariekingbailey

Flora Kubitz
linkedin.com/in/flora-pete-kubitz-3b56654/

Kristi Dula
linkedin.com/in/kristidula/

Diane Graham
linkedin.com/in/diane-graham-1564832/

Donna Van Eekeren
linkedin.com/in/donna-van-eekeren-2b622120/

Joan Hannant 
linkedin.com/in/joan-hannant-68906a19/

Deb Venable
linkedin.com/in/debvenable/

Jodi Navta
linkedin.com/in/jodi-navta-6845282/

Jennifer Wesley
linkedin.com/in/jennifer-wesley-7747a1/

Sandy Hogan
linkedin.com/in/sandy-hogan-0317aa5/



DePaul University has been a leader in 
Entrepreneurship since 1982. DePaul has been 
consistently ranked in the top 20 graduate and 
undergraduate Entrepreneurship programs in the 
country. In the past decade, DePaul alumni have 
started 351 businesses; 95.4% of those are still 
in business, with $276,243,000 funding raised. 

WEI believes that providing targeted support to 
female founders will increase job creation and 
economic growth in Chicago and beyond.

Women in Entrepreneurship Institute
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